International Trade: India’s Changing Patterns and Gateways
International trade is the exchange of goods and services between countries. No country is completely self-sufficient, so international trade allows nations to access resources and products they do not have. India’s international trade has grown tremendously, changing in both the types of goods traded and the countries involved. Although India’s share in world trade is still about one percent, it plays a significant role in the global economy.
Since 1950, the value of India’s trade has increased from Rs. 1,214 crore to Rs. 77,19,796 crore in 2020-21, showing rapid growth. The main reasons include advances in manufacturing, government policies, and exploring new markets. India mostly exports manufactured goods, agriculture products, minerals, and petroleum products. Imports include petroleum, precious stones, fertilizers, edible oils, and machinery.
Most of India’s trade is carried out through sea and air routes. India has many ports—both major and minor—that serve as gateways for international trade. Major ports like Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, and Kandla are crucial for exporting and importing goods. Air transport is also important, especially for high-value and perishable goods, although it is more expensive and used less for heavy goods.
Fill in the Blank: Fill in the blank with the correct words.
1. India’s international trade has grown in both _____________ and direction in recent years.
1. Most of India’s foreign trade is carried through _____________ routes.
1. Manufactured goods make up the _____________ share of India’s exports in 2021-22.
1. Petroleum, oil, and lubricants are some of the major items that India _____________.
1. The port developed to relieve pressure from Mumbai is _____________ Nehru Port.
Word bank: composition, imports, volume, sea and air, Jawaharlal
Multiple Choice Questions: Choose the correct answer from the choices for each question.
1. Trade between two countries is called:
a) Internal trade
b) Local trade
c) International trade
d) Regional trade
1. Which of the following is a land-locked harbour?
a) Vishakhapatnam
b) Mumbai
c) Ennore
d) Haldia
1. The largest component of India’s exports in 2021-22 was:
a) Agriculture products
b) Manufactured goods
c) Ores and minerals
d) Edible oils
1. The main reason for the increase in India’s international trade is:
a) Decrease in manufacturing
b) Strict trade barriers
c) Diversification of markets
d) Decrease in population
1. Which state has the highest number of domestic airports?
a) Kerala
b) Maharashtra
c) Tamil Nadu
d) Uttar Pradesh
Open-Ended Questions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
1. Mention two characteristics of India’s foreign trade.
1. Explain the difference between a port and a harbour.
1. Why does India import edible oil even though it is an agriculturally rich country?

ANSWER KEY
If the worksheet involves math questions, please review all AI-generated math answers for accuracy.
Fill in the Blank Answers:
1. composition
1. sea and air
1. largest
1. imports
1. Jawaharlal
Multiple Choice Answers:
1. c) International trade
1. a) Vishakhapatnam
1. b) Manufactured goods
1. c) Diversification of markets
1. b) Maharashtra
Open-Ended Questions Example Responses:
1. Two characteristics of India’s foreign trade are:
23. It has grown rapidly in both value and the variety of goods traded.
23. India imports more than it exports, leading to a trade deficit.
1. A port is a place on the coast where ships load and unload goods, while a harbour is a sheltered area of water where ships can anchor safely.
1. India imports edible oil because its domestic production does not meet the high demand, despite being an agriculturally rich country.

Teachers: Please review the answer key and example responses for accuracy and suitability for your classroom context.
